Cotesbach Parish Council 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd September 2025 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
1. To note members present
      Cllr Ed Hunt, Chair, (EH), Cllr Gavin Bennett,  vice -chair (GB), Cllr Margaret Wild (MW),  Cllr Annie Newton (AN), Cllr Rob Morris (RM) and Patricia Nunn (PN), Parish Clerk 
      Members of the Public in attendance:   4 Parishioners 
 2. To receive any apologies for absence
      Apologies from District Cllr J Bateman (JB) which were accepted.
3. To receive any disclosures of personal interest
No disclosures were made.
4. To note any requests for dispensation

      EH has dispensation to speak and vote on Village Hall matters. 
5. Public Participation Session
No matters were raised.
6. To approve the minutes of Annual meeting held on 13th May 2025
Proposed by EH, seconded by GB, to be accepted as true record. Agreed. Resolved. The minutes were signed by EH. 

7. To approve the minutes of last meeting held on 13th May 2025
Proposed by EH, seconded by RM, to be accepted as true record. Agreed. Resolved. The minutes were signed by EH. 
8. To consider matters arising from previous minutes on 13th May 2025
· Walk around Magna Park – ongoing. Hoping to arrange before the end of October. GB
· Quotes for benches around pond area – this was completed
· Restoration to quarry area-  comments sent
· Quotes for village speed signs have been obtained at  approx..£3000 each. More information to be sought on system and how data can be accessed. RM to put together a proposal on the available options and specifications.
9. To receive matters raised by District/County Councilor        
   JB provides regular email updates and information prior to the Parish Council meeting and all  matters were noted.
10. Finance Matters
      i) Payments and receipts as at 31st August 2025:        
          Payment to P Nunn for expenses (printing Jun, Jul and August         

3 x £2.99 = £ 8.97 ; travel to September meeting 45p x6=  £2.70;          11.67               

   Payment to Cotesbach Village Hall for annual donation                            150.00      

   Payment to P A Nunn for salary April-June                                                   455.60  

   Payment to HMRC for tax  April-June                                                            113.80   

   Payment to Lloyds bank for service charges -  Apr- May                                4.25    

   Payment to Lloyds bank for service charges -  May- Jun                                4.25    

         Payment to Village Hall for Natterbox events 2025/26                             288.00     

         Payment to Lloyds bank for service charges -  Jun-Jul                                    4.25    

 Payment to Lloyds bank for service charges -  Jul-Aug                                  4.25     

        Total Payments -  £ 1036.07  (£154.25 paid in May; £ 573.65 paid in June; £292.25 paid in July)
        Receipts             


  

9.6.25                                                                                                             £ 21.71

9.7.25     Interest                                                                                          £ 18.77

30.7.25    Transfer from reserve account for Natterbox                     £ 288.00

11.8.25     Interest                                                                                      £  20.59

            Proposed by EH, and seconded by AN,  that the payments and receipts are approved. Agreed unanimously.  

            Resolved.  
      ii)   Bank Reconciliation as of 31.08.25
           c/f 30.4.25                                                                                                                          3431.75
         May payments                                                                  465.80                                       2965.95

         Additional May payments                                               154.25                                      2811.70

         June payments                                                                  573.65                                      2238.05
         July payments                                                                    292.25                                      1945.80 

         July receipts                                            288.00                                                                 2233.80

         August payments                                                                  4.25                                       2229.55

         September payments                                                         11.67                                      2217.88

         Reserve Account ( Solar Park fund for projects to be determined)
          c/f 30.04.25                                                               
                                                       32,608.14  

Transfer to current account                                        288.00                                    32,320.14
31.7.25          Interest                        105.62                                                                32,381.21
               Proposed by EH, and seconded by GB,  that Bank reconciliation is agreed. Agreed unanimously.  
               Resolved.                 
     iii)  To agree the clerk’s annual pay award
          It was proposed by EH, seconded by RM, that the clerk be awarded an annual pay  award in line  the Local       Government Services pay agreement, backdated to 1.4.25. Agreed unanimously.  Resolved.                 
11.   To discuss planning matters
         i) New planning applications
 25/00715/FUL - Partial change of use of one agricultural building to Use Class E(g)(iii) alongside the installation of roller shutters and replacement of external cladding and the demolition of one agricultural building and the erection of one commercial building under Use class E(g)(iii) and associated development – Orchard Farm, Main St -  Neutral.
         ii) Other/Ongoing Planning Matters             
13/00317/FUL – Enforcement notice EN696 – on land adj to Elmdene. The owners have 6 months to cease storage in containers on the land and 9 months to restore to its original state.  Appeal lodged 27.11.24  - representations closed 24.12.24. Still awaiting result.
12.    To receive a Quarry Liaison Group update
          GB attended the last meeting. There is progress on restring the land either side of  the Garden Barn. The time extension to be used for additional planting.
13.    To receive a Magna Park Liaison Group update   
          GB attended the last meeting but nothing new to report. 
14.    To receive a Village Hall Committee update and to confirm the Natterbox contribution for 2025/26
       It was proposed by RM, seconded by AN, that the Natterbox contribution be paid for 2025/26 but could not be guaranteed going forward. Agreed unanimously.  Resolved.                 
15.    To receive and discuss an Eight Parishes CIC Fund update and any applications
       No applications have been received.  A new clerk has been appointed.
16     To discuss the application to the Magna Park Community fund for pond area  improvements -   new       benches/pathway – the application for the benches has been approved but not for the equipment. Awaiting the funding before the purchase of the benches.
16. To receive an update on the HDC Community fund application
It was agreed not to re-submit another application for the notice board as the cheaper options are not viable. The PC noted that some residents did offer to repair the notice board but it was thought that, being wooden , the problems would probably re-occur. 
It was proposed by EH , seconded by GB, that an application to the 8 Parishes fund should be sent for a new notice board. Agreed unanimously.  Resolved.                 
17. To discuss any other matters arising from the village pond area 
An application to the Councilors’ Ward Improvement Grant for the equipment for the pond area, supported by JB, was successful. Awaiting funds and then the equipment can be purchased. 

The verge to be tidied up.
18. To discuss Councillor or other training
No requirements at the moment.
19. To discuss the recent public meeting over proposed planning in the area with A Costa MP, and consider    the next steps.
EH attended the meeting and sent  a report to all residents giving an update. Have asked Alberto Costa’s office for a plan going forward and awaiting a response.

20.  To receive any correspondence and agree actions

Correspondence has been received concerning cats eyes’ holes and this has been reported to LCC.

Also, concerning the speed of vehicles in the village. This is being addressed by the proposed purchase of speed signs. EH to consider the data currently provided and if/this could be published.
22.   Any Other Business   
        The fence of  the footpath by the kissing gate is in need of repair. To be reported.
23.   Date of Next Meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 9th  December 2025 at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall. 

The meeting was closed by EH at 2010.
To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 2nd September 2025 and circulated to all members, be signed as a correct record. 
Signature:…………………………………………………………………………….. (Chairman)

Name:……………Ed Hunt………………………………………………….
Date:…………………9th December 2025……………………………………
Matters Arising Summary: 
1. Walk around Magna Park – ongoing. GB

2. More information to be sought on for new village speed signs and a proposal put together detailing specifications and options. RM.  EH to consider the data currently provided and if/this could be published.
3. An application for a new notice board to be sent to 8 parishes. PN
4. The damaged fence by the footpath to be reoerted.PN

PAGE  
1

