Cotesbach Parish Council 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 19th March 2024 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
1. Members Present
      Cllr Ed Hunt, Chairman, (EH), Cllr Gavin Bennett – vice -chairman (GB), Cllr Margaret Wild (MW),  Cllr Annie Newton (AN), Cllr Rob Morris (RM) and Patricia Nunn (PN), Parish Clerk 
      Members of the Public in attendance:   10 Parishioners 
 2. Apologies for Absence
      Apologies from District Cllr J Bateman (JB) and County Cllr Blake Pain (BP) which were accepted.
3. Disclosure of Personal Interests
       There were not any disclosures.
4. Public Participation
A question was raised about provision of playground equipment which is still ongoing.

The PC were reminded that the vehicle activated sign may need new batteries in the near future.
5. Minutes of last meeting held on 12th December 2023
Proposed by EH, seconded by GB, to be accepted as true record. Agreed. Resolved. No recording was made of this meeting.
6. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes on 12th December 2023
· Pump and notice board repair -  ongoing EH.
· Solar Park fund-  one idea being considered is to use the fund to reduce energy bills in the village by appointing a contractor to  develop a plan for consideration. Will investigate more. An open meeting will be held to discuss if consider going further.
· Walk around Magna Park to be arranged. MW
· Green space –HDC are getting information for an enforcement notice on the owner to clear the site.
·   Residents were contacted about potential sites for dog bins and approved them.
· A426 issues- – BP to be  contacted again about A426 speed limit. Also for potential pedestrian         signage.RM
· 80th anniversary of D Day Landings event – an event will be arranged for 6th June around the yard with the lighting of the beacon at 9.15pm. More details at nest meeting. AN
           All other points raised were actioned.  
7.  Chairman’s Announcements 

 There were no announcements.
8. Matters raised by District/County Councilor        
   JB and BP provide regular email updates and information prior to the Parish Council meeting and all     matters were noted.
9.   Finance 
i) Payments and receipts as at March 2024:
      Payment to P Nunn for expenses (printing Jan, Feb and March -        11.67

      3 x £2.99 = £8.97 ; travel to March meeting 45p x6=  £2.70)  



   Payment to P Nunn for salary Oct- Dec
                                            498.23
  

   Payment to HMRC for tax Oct-Dec



               124.60   

          Payment to Community Heartbeat for new battery for

   defibrillator




                              357.00 

   Payment to HDC for contested 2023 election costs ( authorised      1310.55    

           by Councillors on 23.1.24)                                                           

  Payment to Naturespot for annual renewal                                               50.00 
  Payment to P Nunn for salary Jan-Mar
                                             435.83
         
  Payment to HMRC for tax Jul- Sept



                109.00

  Total Payments -  £
2896.88 (£622.83 paid in Dec; £1667.55 paid in Jan;  £50 paid in Feb)
         Receipts             


 

        11.12.23    Interest  

                   36.97                                                                    

          9.1.24       Interest             

                  33.54

          9.2.24      Interest             

                  35.89

        19.2.24      VAT refund 2023/24     
               137.50

        10.3.24      8 Parishes grant for dog bins         307.64

        11.3.24      Interest                                                35.93
Proposed by EH, and seconded by AN, that the payments be made and receipts noted. Agreed      unanimously. Resolved.       
  ii)  Bank Reconciliation as of 28.02.24
        c/30.11.23                                                                                                                   4058.16  
December payments

                                       11.67                     4046.49

Additional December payments                                            622.83                     3423.66

January payments                                                                 1667.55                      1756.11

February receipts                              137.50



            1893.61


February payments                                                                  50.00                       1843.61

March receipts                                   307.64                                                            2151.25

         March payments                                                                   556.50                        1594.75  
         Reserve Account ( Solar Park fund for projects to be determined)

         c/c 30.11.23                                                              

                          32,437.61

         Interest

                           142.33                                                
           32579.94
 

         Proposed by EH, and seconded by GB,  that Bank reconciliation is agreed and signed. Agreed unanimously. Resolved.  
         It was explained that due to some unforeseen expenses in the year, the precept was overspent by £327.00 but that the current account had been used for the deficit.
10.   Planning 
         i) New /Unresolved planning applications
       23/01164/FUL -to raise the ridge of the roof and add a rear dormer. Approved 13.2.24

       24/00076/TPO – Meadowside, The Precinct- works to trees – approved 21.2.24

       24/00250/LBC - Orchard House – Alterations to existing bathrooms to add ventilation to prevent damp.       Vents to front of property.-neutral
       23/01068/FUL – Westview. Appeal ref: APP/F2415/W/23/3334034 
         ii) Other/Ongoing Planning Matters
           Proposed Misterton Quarry – No matters raised.
11.      Quarry Liaison Update
            The next meeting will be held in April. Litter is becoming a serious problem and will be reported at the meeting. Work on the restoration work has been halted due to the weather and the need for a new topography report. Other matter to be raised at the meeting are the smell coming from the site and the condition of the lane. Residents are asked to  report the smell to the Environmental Agency.
12.      Magna Park Update

            No matters raised. 
13.      Village Hall Update 

            No matters raised. 

14.      Eight Parishes CIC Fund

         There is approximately £17000 in the fund.

         The funds for the dog bins have been received but the grant for the remaining cost of the interpretation board to be chased. The dog bins will now be ordered.
         2 further applications have been received for consideration:
· for £498.00 to provide a wellness programme for residents who may be socially isolated. The funding to cover venue rental for 12 months, refreshments, etc. Whilst a very worthwhile application, it was considered by the PC not to be within the current rules of the 8 Parishes fund and therefore, declined. 
It was proposed by RM seconded by EH, that the application be accepted for funding by the Solar Park fund. Agreed unanimously. Resolved.
· For £1246.74 to provide external power sockets, transformers and lighting for the green area for use at Christmas and at other community events. It was proposed by EH, seconded by AN, that the application be accepted. Agreed unanimously. Resolved.
It was proposed by GB, seconded by RM, that the rules and principles of the 8 Parishes Fund be reviewed as they had not changed since 2020. Agreed unanimously. Resolved.
15.     Pond 

     The pond has been cleared. Another date will be set for the autumn.
16.    Councillor or Other Training 

   No training needs identified at this time.
17.  Matters Arising

i) Village Bulb Planting – it was agreed in principle that there would be community day on 28th April to plant bulbs on verges across from the village hall and that the village hall would be used.  This is subject to the village hall committee and residents living behind the verge agreeing to this.  The bulbs to be kindly supplied by a resident.
18.   Correspondence

         The PC have received a temporary diversion notice for the footpath X26 (part) for 12 years at Shawell quarry.

19. Any Other Business   
        -  Promoting Naturespot-  GB has contacted them about holding an information event.
20.   Date of Next Meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 14th May 2024 at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall preceded by the Annual Parish Council meeting at 7pm.
Meeting ended at 2115.
To resolve that the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 19th March 2024 and circulated to all members, be signed as a correct record. 
Signature:…………………………………………………………………………….. (Chairman)

Name:……………Ed Hunt………………………………………………….
Date:…………………14th May 2024……………………………………
Action Point Summary: 
Action Point 1: Pump and notice board to be repaired. EH
Action Point 2: Arrange a walk round Magna Park to look at landscaping etc. MW
Action Point 3: BP to be chased about A426 issues and pedestrian signage. RM
Action Point 4: Details of  D Day landings celebrations. AN

Action Point 5:  Rules and principles of 8 Parishes fund be reviewed. All
: 
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